
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Our Topic 
All Around Me 

Our Enquiry Question  
How can I make a change at Archibald? 

Please Tweet (X) us @ArchibaldFirst if you see your child being #AFSCurious #AFSCaring 
#AFSCreatove or #AFSCourageous  

Autumn 1  
NE3 and Our City! 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

English  
 

In Year 1 we want to encourage the children to be ‘brave writers.” We will 
continue to strengthen our fine motor skills each day through a variety of fun 
activities and explore sentence structure with basic punctuation, adjectives to 
add detail and applying sounds from phonics. We will look at different forms 
of writing including short narratives, instructions and labels. 

We will read with each child twice a week in a small group with their peers. 
We encourage children to not only read words, but to discuss text by 
predicting what might happen next, retelling the story in their own words and 
considering if it is similar to anything else that they have read. As we return 
to school, we will focus on applying the sounds learned in reception into 
words. Children will be encouraged to both segment and blend, to support 
reading. 

  

Maths  
 

This half term our main focus will be the place value of numbers. We will 
work together to sort, represent and count numbers, before looking at one 
more and one less of a given number.  

The children will begin to compare numbers using the symbols for greater 
than, less than and equal to ( >, < and =). We often look at these symbols as 
greedy crocodiles eating the bigger number as a starting point.  

We will also look at addition this half term, working practically and using 
part-whole models. We will look at fact families and the relationship between 
digits, before learning our number bonds to 10, both practically and via song! 

  

 
Geography  

We will predominantly be geographers this half term and begin by looking at what Geography is, how to be a good geographer and the skills needed to do this. 
We will begin by focussing on the geography of Archibald First School by exploring the building and grounds and taking photographs of the surrounding area. 
We will use these to investigate physical and human features to help us further understand the concept of place.  

This half term we will also look at what history means and the skills needed to be a good historian. The children will think about how Archibald has changed over 
the years by looking at images, talking to staff and understanding why these changes have occurred. Did we always have a forest school? 

Finally, we will think about a change we can make to our school using our geographical planning and decision-making skills. This could be within the school 
building or outside in the grounds. The children will realise that they have to power to make a difference to their environment and make a positive change. 

 



 
 

 
 

  

               Science  
To start the year, we will think about what it means to be 
a good scientist, and explore the skills we hope to develop. 
The children will have opportunities to explore the science 
curriculum through weekly tasks and experiments. They will 
develop their identifying and classifying skills by through 
labelling the human body and exploring the five senses.  
Each week we will explore one of our five senses in a fun 
and creative way to deepen our understanding. We will 
carry out experiments to see what might impact our senses 
and how they are used. 
 

Art and DT Week 
Each half term the children will have a week dedicated to art and/or DT.  

During art week, we will collapse the curriculum and deliver a full arts week. The children will think about what art means to them and look at exploring their very own sketch 
book and how to record their original and imaginative ideas. In DT we will create our own puppets! The children will explore different textiles and design their own puppet 
before creating it. They will use a variety of skills such as cutting, stapling, gluing and pinning to join materials together and then decorate it in their own style. 
  

PSHE 
Our big question this half term is 

who looks after me? 
The children will think about people who care for them, 
and the role these different people play in their lives. 
We will explore what it means to be a family and 
consider how families are different. The children will 
also learn about the importance of telling someone, 
and how to tell them, if they are worried about 
something. 

Music 
We will use clapping to explore the rhythm and pulse. We 
will focus on keeping the beat and clapping in time to a 
piece of music, then use untuned instruments to play in 

time to music. 

We will copy and create rhythms based on word patterns. 

Computing 
During computing, we will start the year by completing 
our Digital Literacy lessons, ensuring we know how to 
stay safe online.   
We will write simple facts about ourselves and take 
photographs using the iPad and an app called Book 
Creator to share ‘all about me’. 

Spanish 
Senora Dunlop will teach the children a variety of 
Spanish greetings and we will celebrate Spanish Day 
on Wednesday 25th September.    

PE  
This half term we will be developing our agility, balance 
and coordination skills through a variety of 
fundamental activities.  
 
We will also focus on ball skills, including throwing and 
catching, rolling and dribbling with both hands and 
feet. They will have the opportunity to work both 
individually and collaboratively as part of a team. 

 

RE 
This half term in RE, the children will explore 
expressions of belonging. The children will consider 
which groups they are a part of, such as school, a 
family, group of friends or extra-curricular club. 

We will visit All Saints Church on Monday 23rd 

September to explore the features of a church as a 
place of worship for Christians. 

 



 
 

 
 

 

Vocabulary 
English 

• Full Stop 

• Capital Letter  

• Finger space 

Maths  
• Place Value  

• More than / Less than  

• Equal to  
• Least/ Most 

Geography   
• aerial view 

• fieldwork 

• direction 

• local 

• community 

 

       Science 
• Five senses 

• Sight 

• Touch 

• Hear 

• Smell 

• Taste 


